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“Training Up Leaders to IMPACT 
Generations!” 

Faith Academy provides 
KNOWLEDGE

Faith Academy provides 
EXPERIENCE

Faith Academy 
Provides EXPOSURE



Passionate about the importance of education Dr. Steve Houpe was led of the Lord to establish

a

a

private Christian School for children in 1990. Formerly called Harvest Christian Schools, Faith

Academy is an institution dedicated to “Training Up Leaders To Impact Generations.” Beginning

with the Early Learning Center and culminating with the Middle School, Faith Academy

establishes

establishes

an atmosphere of safety and an educational experience that is conducive to every child's

learning style.

Her beginnings were in Raytown, Missouri where Harvest Church was formerly located. It began as

a Preschool and Mother’s Day Out program catering primarily to the nurturing and early child

development of babies and preschool-aged children.

The doors opened January 1990 receiving 35 students to begin building the foundation of what we

see today. A strong Biblically based academic curriculum shaped the minds of these young pioneers.

With a small but dedicated staff, under the leadership of Mrs. Judith Williams, Harvest Christian

Schools (HCS) launched a new institution of learning designed to strengthen and prepare students to

succeed.

During Judith William’s tenure of more than eight years, in 1991, the school expanded to a K-6th

grade program reaching more than 55 students. In 1993, the educational experience broadened to

the 8th grade which formed the middle school division. Mrs. William’s leadership also brought

opportunities for students to compete academically with 17 local and regional Christian schools

through Harvest Christian Schools’ affiliation with the Association of Christian Schools

International (ACSI). These competitive venues prepared our students to excel at the high school

level. This preparation and intense training was evident in the post-high school performance scores

on the annual SAT examination administered at the end of each academic year.

In January of 1995, Harvest Christian Schools began a new legacy of leadership when Mrs. Donna

Houpe took the reins of the school to expand the vision and under her leadership the institution has

experienced continual growth. The institution’s foundation of academic excellence progressed and

paved the way to further improving upon the already stellar academic program. During her early

years, Mrs. Houpe established programs that broadened the educational experience by improving

academic quality, strengthening faculty, and increasing enrollment to nearly 180 students. Under the

direction of Harvest Christian Schools’ founder Dr. Steve Houpe, Mrs. Houpe capped off the early

portion of her tenure by guiding HCS through a monumental shift by officially changing its name to

Faith Academy. The name Faith Academy ideally fit the institution which was built on a strong

foundation of faith and also reflects the institution’s rigorous academic reputation that goes beyond

just a school.

History of Faith Academy 



At Faith Academy, through the school’s Seven Educational Modules, students are offered a 

competitive and accelerated curriculum for learning.  The modules include Evangelistic Ministry and 

Outreach, Leadership Development, Science and Technology, Early Learning and Development, 

Communication Arts, Fine Arts (Visual and Musical), and Athletics and Fitness.

At Faith Academy the concept of discovering purpose is majorly prevalent throughout student’s 

comprehensive curriculum.  Faith Academy utilizes its reciprocal community partnerships to regularly 

host professionals from all types of career backgrounds for its students to glean from.  Students 

get firsthand knowledge about the connectivity linked between their natural giftings and the career 

fields that await them.  They are also steered towards not only working within a career field, but 

developing the spirit of entrepreneurship.  The mindset of every student at Faith Academy 

therefore is to go on to college or higher educational programming, complete that education, and to 

excel as leaders in their global society.

Daily every student begins the school day reciting affirmations while moral values are instilled 

through Bible lessons. Students practice the principles of the Honor Code; manners are modeled and 

stressed as students respect themselves and others practicing honor. 

Annual celebrations are held to showcase our students’ academic, artistic and athletic 

accomplishments. This is carried out through local, regional and district competitions. ACSI, the 

Black Family Engineering Technology and Robotics Fair, and The Greater Kansas City Science Fair 

provide opportunities for students to compete in the fields of math, science, speech, spelling and 

creative writing. In sports the Faith Academy Lions compete in basketball as the perennial 

champion of the local Christian school league and also regularly compete against public school and club 

teams as well. 

Under Dr. Donna Houpe’s instruction, one of the highlights of Faith Academy's leadership thrust is 

to ensure that every student, beginning in the first grade through eighth, reads music and plays an 

instrument. Students’ musical development is strengthened through a variety of recital and choral 

performances. Other components of this area include dramatization, dance, and visual arts.  This 

program is now a school-wide requirement of all students.  

After 25 years of existence the Alumni Association has been formulated with a goal of raising 

$150,000 annually for the continuous education of students.  Joining with local, regional, and national 

partners the annual fundraising campaign goal is to raise a total of $500,000 toward the Faith 

Academy Endowment Fund.

To date more than 2,200 students have donned the doors of Faith Academy.  Faith Academy has an 

academically and culturally enriched program that develops well-rounded students for life-long 

success. Through proactive partnerships between a committed staff and families, for 25 years we 

have been training up leaders to impact generations.



Ryann's personal mission is to introduce more girls, minorities,

and children from underserved communities to a world of

possibilities in the business of tech. She served on the employee

led Diversity and Inclusion Taskforce at Uber, and frequently

speaks on panels and in public forums discussing issues of

education, professional development, and opportunity for

underrepresented populations.

Ryann Richardson is a technology marketer, entrepreneur, and

advocate championing diversity and inclusion in business and

technology. She's led marketing for some of the most

recognizable brands in the world, including T-Mobile and Uber,

and has been responsible for celebrated national marketing

campaigns and partnerships with Janet Jackson, the NBA, and

the 2016 Democratic National Convention. At 27, Richardson

was appointed Vice President of Marketing for multi-million

dollar travel technology company, Victor, the leading global

private jet charter marketplace platform. In 2018, Savoy

Magazine recognized Ryann as one of the "Most Influential

Blacks in Corporate America".

The reigning Miss Black America Ryann Richardson was a special guest October 5th, 2018 at

Faith Academy. Ryann discussed the “The Power of Dreaming.” She discussed with the

scholars living your dreams, how important you own dreams are and to never stop reaching for

them because all dreams do indeed come true. Dreams are visions and when written on paper,

and worked on become realities. Miss. Richardson spoke of her own dreams, discussed the

dreams of the children and reminded them that no dream was to big or to small to achieve.

She ended the visit with pictures and hugs.

“I learned being a Queen is not 
easy.” - Damon

“I learned from Miss Black America to be 
an independent woman, you have to excel 
and stand up for you believe in.” - Alyssa

“Miss Black America was very 
beautiful and intelligent.”
-Tyler

“Miss Black America inspired me 
and I want to be like her when I 

grow up.” - Izzy

The Power of 

By: Ryann Richardson



Highlight 
KIDS

Mrs. Combs PreK-4 
Last week the scholars learned all about the African country 

Benin. The scholars it’s location, animals and that farmers farm 

cotton there. Also, following the visit from Miss Black America we 

discussed being Queens & Kings for the day and what the scholars 

would do as Queens & Kings. The children glued cotton balls to the 

word “Benin” and colored pictures of themselves being “Queens & 

Kings.” 



MINDFULNESS ACTIVTIES 

FOR CHILDREN 



(https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FaithAcademyWellness)

Parent Survey

Copy the link into your browser and complete. Survey will automatically send 

to Faith Academy. 

Hello Dr. Webb,

I had so much fun in the garden today with Ms. Hannah's class and Ms. Lewis!
We pulled out the zucchini and cucumber plants and planted two types of
mustard greens, arugula and radishes! We also weeded the sweet potato bed. I
attached a garden map of what we planted and where. The tomatoes and
peppers will keep producing until the first frost and the sweet potatoes will be
ready to harvest in November!

Taylor Simpson
Schoolyard Gardens AmeriCorps Service Member


